General Teaching Strategies for Spld Pupils: for class teacher and SENCO
	
	Assessment of current practice
	Action Needed to move forward

	Know your pupils & understand the nature of their strengths & weaknesses
	
	

	Discuss difficulties with pupil
	
	

	Involve & work closely with parents
	
	

	Work from pupil’s area of strength rather than weaknesses


	
	

	Ensure intellectual stimulation while adapting literacy needs to pupil’s level


	
	

	Make sure teaching is cumulative, structured, & relevant


	
	

	Use lots of praise to build confidence
	
	

	Ensure endeavour is rewarded with success
	
	

	Make sure instructions are precise & explicit
	
	

	Ensure instructions are written down for easy referral
	
	

	Lesson objective should be written on the board & discussed at the beginning of each lesson
	
	

	Return to pupil several times in the lesson to recap & keep on task
	
	

	Review the lesson in the plenary to discover level of understanding


	
	

	Present material in a variety of ways using as many learning channels as possible
	
	

	Discuss the learning process & learning styles with pupils (eg mnemonics, mind maps, visualisation, memory techniques 
	
	

	Set up situations where pupils can explain, or demonstrate to each other


	
	

	Break the learning process down into manageable steps


	
	

	Set realistic targets which are discussed with the pupil


	
	

	Monitor progress regularly


	
	

	Provide models of written work: essays, reports, reviews, etc


	
	

	Give help with planning, structure & organisation


	
	

	Accept different recording methods; drawing, cartoons, story board, frameworks, group work, adult or peer scribe, tape recorder, computer, mind maps, etc
	
	

	Avoid the pupil having to copy from the board.  Provide notes for the pupil to copy.
	
	

	Allow more time for pupils to complete tasks.  Don’t ask them to make up time during playtime.
	
	

	Appropriate IT support is made available (eg voice dictation, spellcheck, Clicker, Wordshark, etc)
	
	

	Keyboarding skills are taught


	
	

	Seating in the classroom is planned purposefully


	
	

	Marking of work is done with the pupil present


	
	

	Marking is for content rather than for spelling/handwriting

	
	

	Homework tasks are written down for the pupil


	
	


